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HILLTOWNS 


Isolation outreach crucial for COAs 


By Peter Spotts 


Seniors Centers doors are 
closed to the public and near- 
ly all in-person senior activi- 
ties are cancelled, compound- 
ing COVID-19 isolation with 
the sometimes difficult hol- 
iday season and senior out- 
reach is critical in communi- 
ties. 

Williamsburg Senior 
Center Director Melissa 
Wilson has been working on 
a variety of programs to con- 
tinue supporting seniors, from 
communicating with them 


to supplying food and recre- 
ational activities virtually. 
“Immediately, what 
we did in response to that 
[COVID-19] was we started 
a wellness check program 
where we reached out and 
call people regularly, and we 
continue that regularly to this 
day,” Wilson said. “I think in 
some ways it was really chal- 
lenging for folks who rely on 
the senior center for the social 
interaction. I think it was real- 
ly hard for them to make the 
adjustments and the isolation 
and loneliness that goes along 


with it.” 

Otis Senior Outreach 
Coordinator Eila Bell empha- 
sized the importance simple 
conversations can have for 
isolated seniors. 

“The biggest thing 
is just to say ‘hi, how are 
you today?’” she said. 
“Sometimes we talk about 
their pets, sometimes we 
talk about snow, sometimes 
we talk about the history of 
the area. I’ve had some really 
wonderful conversations with 
these people.” 

While the void of social 


interaction cannot be filled 
completely with virtual pro- 
grams, there are ways to alle- 
viate it. Wilson said one small 
way of helping see friendly 
faces is through the meal 
delivery program at the senior 
center. With meals delivered 
Monday through Friday, and 
the ““Take-and-Eat” meals on 
Saturday, there are plenty of 
chances to wave and say hi 
during social distant deliver- 
1es to homes. 

“We deliver meals 
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HAMPSHIRE 


Remote school a learning experience for all 


By Peter Spotts 


COVID-19 initially start- 
ed as some extra days off 
from school, but the surprise 
break soon turned to the real- 
ization among Hampshire 
Regional High School stu- 
dents that it wasn’t just going 
to be a week or two off. 

“The initial closure was 
exciting because it was the 
middle of the spring and we 
hadn’t had a break in a really 
long time,” Junior McKenzie 


Nichols said. “At the end 
of it when the Governor 
announced we were staying 
closed until April, it was like 
this is more serious than we 
thought.” 

“It was very challenging 
to adjust to the school closure 
in March,” added Principal 
Kristin Smidy. “It was hard 
to plan for how to deliver 
instruction to students with 
accessibility, support, and 
readiness being really var- 
ied across the district. We 


were also unsure as when 
we would be back in school, 
because initially the school 
closure was for a short period 
of time and not through the 
end of the year. That, com- 
bined with the lack of infor- 
mation about COVID-19 
made everything extremely 
hard to transition our expec- 
tations and instruction in the 
spring.” 

It was a learning pro- 
cess for students and teachers 
alike. Nichols said the school 


day and assignments have 
improved immensely from 
the end of the 2019-2020 
school year to the current 
2020-2021 school year as 
everyone became more com- 
fortable with remote learning 
and more polished plans were 
put in place over the summer. 

“We learned as a school 
that more stringent guide- 
lines needed to be put into 
place in order for everyone to 
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HILLTOWNS 


Grocery, golt 
businesses thrive 


By Peter Spotts 


The COVID-19 shutdown in 
March had an immediate impact on 
business owners across the common- 
wealth. Even as opening plans were 
implemented and businesses began 
welcoming customers back, many 
operations have changed. 

One industry which didn’t have to 
shut down, but made many operational 
changes, was the food industry. Steven 
Smith had just taken over custody of 
the Williamsburg Market on March 11 
when the shutdowns hit March 13, and 
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GATEWAY 


Students, teachers 
resilient in 2020 


By Shelby Macri 


The COVID-19 pandemic had 
an impact on the Gateway Regional 
School District and its families with 
the sudden shutdown in March. The 
school shutdown on Friday, March 
13, and staff were able to pass out 
Chromebooks to students that same 
day. While staff and teachers expected 
remote learning to last for a while, they 
hadn’t anticipated it lasting to the end 
of the school year. Students certain- 
ly felt the impact of remote learning, 
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HILLTOWNS 


Libraries adapt to 
pandemic changes 


By Shelby Macri 


Libraries all over the state had to 
reevaluate operations and protocols to 
continue providing services during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, including librar- 
ies in Westhampton and Williamsburg. 

The Westhampton Public Library 
opened curbside pick-up options at the 
end of June and beginning of July, hav- 
ing people email the library or call to 
request books. The library is also a part 
of CW Mars, and participates in inter 


Carm’s Restaurant and the Gateway Hilltowns Visitor Center in Chester were decked for the holidays with festive decorations. The 

















Chester Fire Department added holiday spirit to the fire station this season. Photos by Shelby Macri LIBRARIES, page 2 
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The center of Huntington is festively adorned for the holiday season. 


LIBRARIES 


library loans, so residents can request 
any book they want through CW Mars. 
The library quarantines each book they 
receive through the inter library loan for 
seven days before giving the books to 
those who order it. The books are also 
quarantined when they are returned from 
residents, before they go on the shelves. 

The library has six volunteers with 
various hours available, though no one 
in the library touches books besides the 
Director Meaghan Schwelm and Youth 
Services Director Emily Wayne. The 
library’s functions are pretty similar to 
how they usually are with only a few 
differences, while it’s been a process 
throughout the shutdown the library is 
basically at their full operating hours 
now. 

Wayne has created craft kits for chil- 
dren to check out as a fun way to pass 
time, parents can email Wayne to sign 
up their children for a craft kit. Wayne 
creates the kits and puts them in the curb- 
side pick-up box, she’ll include the kit 
with their parents’ book order, if they 
have one. Kids get one kit a week during 
each month, and the library is doing 
this as they go because they’re not sure 
what they’ll be able to do in the coming 
months. The library also moved the sum- 
mer reading program online and created 
a virtual teen book club as a way to stay 
connected to kids during this time. 

“We’re trying not to do a lot of pro- 
grams cause there’s a Zoom fatigue with 
kids right now,” Wayne said. “We’re try- 
ing to focus on things that don’t involve 
Zoom.” 

She added the library will continue 
to keep up the services they can during 
these uncertain times and people can call 
or go online to request books and craft 
kits. 

Meekins Library in Williamsburg is 
also a part of CW Mars and offers curb- 
side pick-up. Director Beverly Bullock 
said they recently put on a window in 
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the lobby so that people can come in 
and “window shop” for books. With the 
different options available, circulation 
numbers have been good, and people 
have been requesting books. 

“We have a lot of new names and 
people coming in, so it’s going really 
well,” Bullock said. “We started back up 
in March and we’re doing really well.” 

The library received support for 
Friends of the Library for new shelving 
in the children’s room, the project had 
been completed and Bullock hopes to 
hold a grand opening ceremony in 2021. 
Also, in 2021 the library is planning 
to do more activities and programs on 
Zoom, in order to make use of that asset. 

Additionally, Bullock shared the 
library is working with the senior cen- 
ter to create a senior center workshop 
to help local seniors with technology. 
Bullocks believes it’s important during 
these times since everything is moving 
online during the pandemic. Bullock said 
the library is deciding to purchase either 
tablets or laptops for teaching lessons 
because the library is working with the 
school. 

Teachers contacted Bullock and 
inform her of their lesson plans and 
Bullock finds books that will go along 
with it. She is working with teachers to 
set up the curriculum with the Anne T. 
Dunphy Elementary School, so students 
can get anything they need at the library. 
There are also two librarians who film 
and work on interactive activities with 
students and kids. One librarian does 
Facebook live story times twice a week, 
and people can continuously watch the 
videos when they need to. 

“We'd love to grow but it’s hard 
to do online programs because kids are 
streaming so much online,” Bullock said. 

She said the library will be watching 
to see how the new year unfolds and will 
be working to keep the library as accessi- 
ble as possible during the pandemic. 
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BUSINESSES 


he quickly found himself navigating a 
surreal situation. 

“We were buying an existing 
business and the whole team stayed. 
Luckily, it wasn’t as bad as trying to 
start something [new] as we had a 
team of people,” Smith said. “So many 
businesses have struggled with loss of 
businesses. Luckily, being in the food 
business we didn’t have to close or 
shut down. We find people are eager to 
shop at small, local stores during the 
pandemic.” 

David Pollard, owner of The Links 
at Worthington, also had to adapt 
quickly to make a golf season possible. 

“The Links at Worthington, like 
so many other businesses that rely on 
the public to support the business, had 
a very challenging year,’ Pollard said. 
“We never knew from one day to the 
next what was going to be allowed in 
terms of providing services to our golf- 
ing and dining customers. The rules 
changed constantly, and we at the club 
did all in our power to keep up and 
remain in compliance with state rules 
and to provide a safe experience for 
our clients.” 

Smith reported general sales num- 
bers for the Burgy Market increased 
from last year. He attributed the 
increase to a couple factors, noting the 
safety protocols in place made some 
shoppers feel more comfortable com- 
ing to the market as opposed to a big- 
ger food retailer. 

“It’s actually been a positive for 
our business. People feel a little safer, 
we only allow five people in the store 
at a time,” he said. “The thing we offer 
in a little store, we don’t always have 
the lowest prices, but we do have that 
small town feel and the intimacy of not 
having to be in a crowd.” 

The market typically sees its high- 
est sales volume over the summer, 
when campers and visitors passing 
through the area stop in. While these 
customers were lost due to COVID-19 
shutting down many of those oppor- 
tunities, Smith said the regulars in the 
area shopping more than usual filled in 
the loss. 

“T think it all goes back to peo- 
ple eating out less often,’ Smith said. 
“People are buying more complete 
meals here, and all the components of a 
complete meal.” 

At The Links, golf became 
an activity for people to engage in 
while being safe during a time where 


COA 


instead of congregate meals being here 
[at the senior center.] That’s kind of six 
days a week we’re, lots of times, seeing 
somebody and they can see us, and we 
can see them,’ Wilson said. “I think its 
filling the void, but I don’t think it’s 
erasing the void. That void I think is still 
there, but this helps alleviate it. People 
just miss the social interaction, and we 
hear that regularly.” 

The center also hosts a weekly 
caregiver support group on Zoom and, 
when the weather was warmer, found 
ways to hold Tai Chi and dance group 
outside. Wilson and her team continues 
to search for ways to find social inter- 
action for seniors in safe environments 
until town buildings can be used for 
gatherings again. 

“I know for me, on a personal 
level, we’re coming up with all these 
ways to replace social interaction, but it 
can’t do that. Even Zoom can’t do that, 
but it does help alleviate it,’ she said. 
“We would always try to see if we can 
bring people back, but right now the 
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many recreational opportunities were 
unavailable. 

“Golf quickly became an activity 
that people could do relatively safely, 
and it allowed folks to get outside with 
friends, get some exercise and have 
some fun and escape from the daily 
grind of the COVID world,” Pollard 
said. “As a result, we had more golfers 
than any year in memory. The chal- 
lenge of providing a sanitary and safe 
environment was rewarded with no 
COVID cases resulting from play in 
Worthington while we welcomed so 
many folks back to golf. It was great to 
see young players come back in droves 
as other sports and competitive activi- 
ties were closed to them.” 

Safety is of penultimate impor- 
tance for businesses. The Burgy 
Market added a door holder position, 
so customers didn’t have to concern 
themselves with touching door han- 
dles and, recognizing the risks of their 
employees working through the pan- 
demic, maintained all employee hours 
and provided raises. 

“They’re out being troopers,” 
Smith said. “The people who come in, 
they’re tired, but they’re committed 
to seeing this through and doing the 
right thing. We seldomly have peo- 
ple pushback on wearing a mask... 
Everyone expresses some fatigue [with 
COVID]. They also seem kind of stoic 
and resolved to see it through and do 
the right thing.” 

While the grocery industry has 
been held strong by the increased food 
demands during COVID-19, Pollard is 
optimistic for the golf industry head- 
ing into 2021 as well and continuing 
investments to improve the course for 
the enjoyment and safety for custom- 
ers. 

“T think 2021 will be a great year. 
We will get through this. A vaccine is 
looming, and people are really wanting 
to get back to some level of normal life 
including outside activities like golf,’ 
Pollard said. “We are planning on a 
big year including providing increased 
food services that were so limited this 
past season. We are hoping to expand 
on a successful, but brief, summer 
music concert series we had in 2020. 
People love the music so we will add 
events as we are allowed to. We contin- 
ue to make investments in the course, 
and it shows. The course is in great 
shape and the reviews from our player 
customers is off the charts.” 
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town offices are just closed. There’s no 
in-person stuff happening. We’re not 
there yet. Maybe in another month we 
might be there. Nobody knows when 
the vaccine is going to be out there.” 

However, Wilson cautioned even a 
vaccine won’t return everything to nor- 
mal right away. Depending on how the 
rollout goes, there may be some seniors 
vaccinated and others not, not to men- 
tion Senior Center staff also need to get 
it as well. 

“Some people would be vaccinat- 
ed, some wouldn’t. Do you open up 
with something like that? I don’t know, 
that’s a tough answer,” she said. “We 
deal with people from 60 to 95 plus 
staff. When is staff going to get their 
vaccines? They’re not going to have the 
vaccine because they’re not 75 or older.’ 

Uncertainty of what 2021 will 
bring makes future planning difficult, 
but committed community helpers like 
Bell and Wilson won’t stop finding 
ways to support the elders of their com- 
munities. 
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Fire Department keeps trucks rolling throughout the year 


By Shelby Macri 


HUNTINGTON — The Huntington 
Fire Department was one of many 
public safety departments across the 
Commonwealth adapting to the condi- 
tions caused by COVID-19 to keep front- 
line essential workers available to aid 
town residents when an emergency arose. 

Interim Fire Chief Joshua Ellinger 
said training and drills had to be can- 
celled when the department was unable to 
meet in-person. During the shutdown, the 
department had created a group chat so 
that they could keep communication open 
between members. At times it was busi- 
ness and matters concerning the depart- 
ment, but the group chat provided the 
department a sense of camaraderie when 
they couldn’t be together or meet with 
each other. 

Once there were guidelines and pro- 
cedure available, the department was able 
to meet and it was easier to be in the 
building when the department had a way 
to mitigate the risks. Adjusting to doing 


Happy and Healthy New Year to 
Everyone as we welcome in 2021! 
This Sunday we celebrate the coming 
of the Three Kings to the child Jesus 
and celebrate Communion, the Lord’s 
Supper. Our reading from Matthew 
2:1-12, invites us to wonder about 
where the light of a star may lead us. 
As we consider how it is that we shine 
in this world, we ask ourselves how 
our light adds to the light of others. 

We will also continue our tra- 
dition of receiving “Star Words” as 
a gift. If you would like to receive 
a “Star Word” or know more about 


their jobs remotely wasn’t too hard as a 
call department — they typically answer 
calls while they’re at home, go to the 
department for uniforms and equipment, 
and to the call from there. 

“Our ability to service the town 
was not hindered,” Ellinger said. “It was 
rough in the beginning because we didn’t 
know what we were up against.” 

The department was able to serve 
the town and volunteer to help poll work- 
ers during the election, as they had the 
equipment to protect themselves. Ellinger 
said he wanted to make sure the depart- 
ments services were being used when 
they were needed. The department didn’t 
have added duties, but tried to lend a 
hand wherever it could. 

It took some time for the department 
to receive personal protection equip- 
ment for the simple fact that it took the 
hilltowns as a whole a while to receive 
them. They had a stock of PPE in the 
Fire House and Hilltown Community 
Ambulance donated some supplies to 
them. Additionally, MEMA helped with 


supplies and offered the department a 
good amount of equipment, and offered 
plenty of PPE if it was needed. The 
Hampshire Country Fire Defense also 
kept a stockpile of PPE and allowed the 
department to grab supplies when need- 
ed. 

Currently the department is running 
well, and they haven’t had any prob- 
lems since being able to meet in person. 
There are 10 active firefighters, includ- 
ing Ellinger, and they’ve been staying 
consistent in following the guidelines as 
they get stricter. They weren’t greatly 
hindered with holiday restrictions, so the 
department was able to hold the Parade of 
Lights earlier in December. 

“Tt’s an event that all of the residents 
look forward to, especially since folks 
have been isolated all year,’ Ellinger said. 
“We got a good showing of residents 
and got a lot of praise from people who 
enjoyed it.” 

The department decided not to par- 
ticipate in most of the annual parades 
they join due to the virus, though they 
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them and how they encourage us in 
our personal devotions and ponderings 
throughout the year, please contact the 
church. The Bethlehem Peace Light 
will be extinguished as all are invited 
to discover the ways we may carry and 
shine the light of peace into our fam- 
ilies and communities. If you would 
like to receive the Bethlehem Peace 
Light, please call 860-798-7771 or 
email firstchurchofhuntington @ gmail. 
com before Jan. 3, to make arrange- 
ments. 

The First Congregational Church 
of Huntington reminds everyone even 
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Library hosts storyteller 
for three new Zoom tales 


MONTGOMERY — Professional 
storyteller Mary Jo Maichack is offering a 
new presentation recommended for older 
teens and adults, a live Zoom reading of 
three short stories from J.D. Salinger’s 
Nine Stories, followed by a participant 
discussion of the work. “Three of Nine” 
Zoom interactive programs will take place 
on the last three Thursdays of January — 
Jan. 14, Jan. 21, and Jan. 28 — from 6:30 
to 8 p.m. Grace Hall Memorial Library is 
funding this event. 

The three stories featured will be 
“The Laughing Man,” “A Perfect Day for 
Bananafish,”’ and “For Esmé, with Love 
and Squalor.” 

“Salinger is dear to me and to mil- 
lions, so I’m excited to read three fabulous 
stories and facilitate teen and adult con- 
versations to explore engrossing litera- 
ture in March, when winter feels longest,” 
said Maichack. “Salinger’s personal style 
offers listeners humor and an almost exot- 
ic feel to the lives of his everyday charac- 
ters. While some moments are quirky and 
hilarious, the works also explore serious 
themes, from the psychological after-ef- 
fects of war on adults and children, to a 
wildly creative tale inside a tale found in 
the story, ‘The Laughing Man.’ In this 
story, a bright, recent college graduate 
regale a group of boys in his after-school 
charge with an imaginative and touching 
story of a hero with a heart-breaking past 
and wildly unlikely adventures. As we 
readers fall in love with the Laughing 
Man, we also experience how his story 
changes, intimating the teller’s feelings 
as he falls in and out of love for the first 
time.” 


“A Perfect Day for Bananafish” is 
a classic, framed in the ordinary world 
of a hotel room conversation between a 
newlywed and her critical mother, worried 
that her daughter’s new husband is dan- 
gerously unbalanced after serving in the 
war; in the meantime, he-Seymour Glass 
of Salinger’s famous Glass family-is at 
the beach delightfully and kindly engag- 
ing with a little girl who is oblivious to 
the burdens of adulthood. Salinger mas- 
terfully portrays children from plain to 
exceptional, in wonderful exchanges with 
adults. 

“For Esmé with Love and Squalor” 
has a 13-year-old with large vocabulary 
and a charming formality in conversation 
with an American soldier in a British tea- 
room. She inspires him to write. 

Maichack’s long career as a profes- 
sional storyteller will bring a polished 
and nuanced reading of three stories. Her 
facilitation is kind and supportive. Patrons 
may want to pre-read the stories, but may 
simply attend the event and listen. For 
more information and to register, contact 
the library. 

“Three of Nine” is a new develop- 
ment in Maichack’s 30-year storytelling 
career, the springboard for which was 
her Bachelor of Arts in English literature 
from Middlebury College, as well as her 
family roots. She has performed some 
4,000 programs from San Francisco to 
Vienna, Austria. She has won two national 
awards for her CDs of storytelling and 
music, appeared on WGBY-PBS and on 
the National Storytelling Network, and 
currently serves as Massachusetts State 
Liaison to the NSN. 


though our physical doors are closed 
until further notice, we are most 
definitely open for worship, praise, 
ministry, and fellowship. We are an 
Open and Affirming Church inviting, 
welcoming and affirming everyone 
— seekers, believers, and wonderers 
alike — on their journey of faith, to 
join in 10 a.m. Zoom Sunday worship. 
We are also meeting for Friday Zoom 
Fellowship Time. The pastor is always 
available to speak with you. If you 
do not receive our emails and would 
like to connect with our Zoom wor- 
ship service and/or fellowship time, 


Questions? 
Comments? 
Story Ideas? 
Let us know 
how we're 
doing. 


Your opinion is something 
we always want to hear. 

Call or contact us via email 
countryjournal@turley.com. 
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held the Memorial Day parade with no 
marching and a lengthened parade route, 
which residents enjoyed as well. 

The department would usually par- 
ticipate in a Fourth of July Parade in 
Chesterfield and the Southwick Summer 
Parade, but decided not to this year to 
keep communities separate as best they 
can. The fire department will usually 
hold open houses and fall festivals, but 
were unable to do either this year because 
everything was sidetracked or changed. 

“We look forward to getting back to 
the community again, we want to open 
up and have open houses again. We have 
good community involvement and we’re 
hoping for that again,’ Ellinger said. “It’s 
important to be open and let the commu- 
nity see what we do. We miss having kids 
come in to look at the fire trucks, we hav- 
en’t seen much of the community outside 
of ourselves.” 

Ellinger hopes the department is able 
to hold more parades and events that will 
include the community in 2021 if future 
guidelines allow it. 


please contact Pastor Carol at first- 
churchofhuntington@ gmail.com to 
receive the information you will need 
to participate or send us a message on 
Facebook. We wish everyone a Happy 
and Healthy New Year! 

Please use the phone numbers 
and email address provided to stay in 
touch or to contact the pastor. You are 
also invited to find us on Facebook at 
“Norwich Hill” for updates, informa- 
tion and spiritual encouragement. For 
more information, please contact 413- 
667-3935 or 860-798-7771 or first- 
churchofhuntington @ gmail.com. 


24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
413.283.8393 
VAAN dU Lats \Vmore) a0 


A Turley Publications, Inc. Community Newspaper 





page 4 


OPINION 


Country Journal © Thursday, December 31, 2020 





EDITORIAL 





A letter from the 
editor — Thank you! 


ur staff at the Country Journal works 
() i bringing news and events from 

the Hilltowns to you each week, but 
it wouldn’t be possible with all the help 
Hilltown residents provide and we appreciate 
it, especially in 2020 with all the limitations 
and restrictions imposed by COVID-19. 

“Thank you” to our fellow Hilltown busi- 
nesses who advertise in the Country Journal, 
and to our subscribers and newsstand cus- 
tomers who pay for our print edition. And 
extra thanks for the folks who buy a copy of 
the paper ... and then spend the rest of their 
money at one of our advertiser’s businesses. 

Weekly readers of the paper will rec- 
ognize the work of our dutiful writers and 
photographers, some of whom unfortunately 
haven’t been able to work with us during 
COVID-19 — Richard Chapman, Mary 
Kronholm, Adrianne Johnson, and Geoffrey 
Oldmixon. Staff Writer Shelby Macri com- 
pleted her first full year at the paper and 
has discovered many new favorite places to 
visit and people with stories to share. The 
Country Journal also acknowledges Turley 
Publications staff who have contribut- 
ed stories over the past 12 months includ- 
ing Michael Ballway, Elise Linscott, Greg 
Scibelli, and Dalton Zbierski. Also, a spe- 
cial thank you to Managing Editor Eileen 
Kennedy for helping guide the paper each 
week. 

Most of the little tidbits that fill the small 
spaces on the inside of the paper start out 
as press releases forwarded to us by a club 
member, a church secretary, a team parent 
or, simply, a loyal reader who saw something 
interesting and wanted to make sure we knew 
about it, too. If you know about a team or a 
church or a club or any event that we haven’t 
covered in the past, or a person who has made 
a difference in your community and might 
deserve a feature spotlight, give us a call or 
drop us an email — we want to cover it, we 
probably just didn’t know about it yet. Nine 
times out of ten, if you send us a writeup or a 
photo of something happening in one of our 
towns, we’ll be glad to print it. 

Looking at all the great photos and sto- 
ries we printed in 2020, it reminds us that we 
couldn’t have done it without your help. So, 
for everyone who sent us a letter to the editor, 
wrote a story or took a photo for us in the past 
12 months, we say “thank you”: 

Parker Atkin, Jo-Anne Auclair, John 
Baldasaro, Matt L. Barron, Natalie Blais, 
Isaac Bauer, Chuck Benson,Tricia Bergland, 
Kathy Bort, Donald Brainerd, William 
Broaddus, Amanda Brooks-Clemeno, Jenn 
Burdick, Fred Caron, Paula L. Chapman, 
Nicholas J. Chiusano, Norm Cotnoir, Ted 
Cousineau, Pam Coe, Jennifer Cummings, 
Bob Daley, Deborah Daniels, Luis Daviau, 
Pete DelMasto, Jim Dodge, Chad Donovan- 
Hall, Ellenor Downer, Connie Dragon, Jim 
Duggan, Eileen FitzGerald, Brian Forgue, 
Jason Forgue, Douglas Fraser, William 
Freedberg, Margo Georgantas, Robin 
Greenspan, Bill Hardie, Stephen Hart, Sharon 
Heath, Patricia Hebert, the Hilltown Hikers, 
Richard Holzman, David Hopson, Barbara 
Pease Huntoon, Howard Knickerbocker, Ann 
Krawek, Sue Labrie, Patricia LaFreniere, 
Peter Langmore, Tamarin Laurel, Susan 
LeBarron, Wendy Long, William Lucardi, 
Judy Madzunovic, Richard Mansfield, Derrick 
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Gardening questions to end the year 


brought it inside and now it has 


his question came to me 

IN THE 
from a reader who enjoyed GARDEN bugs. Look at your plants close- 
the most recent gardening ly, concentrating your attention 


column that appeared in the Barre 
Gazette: “I loved what you had to 
say about your Babci’s Christmas 
cactus. Mine just finished bloom- 
ing. Could you please pass 
along some detailed advice so 
that I can have a repeat of this 
year’s breathtaking blooms next 
Christmas?” 

I am so happy you enjoyed 
last week’s article. I’d be more than 
happy to give you some tips to make your 
Christmas cactus bloom abundantly next 
year! First, concentrate on plant care. Once 
the plant has finished blooming it will go 
into a period of rest, and will need very little 
water for nearly two months. When growth 
resumes in spring, water when the soil sur- 
face is dry to the touch and provide it with a 
dose of half-strength liquid fertilizer. Place 
in indirect light, an east or north facing win- 
dow is best. During the summer months the 
plant can go outdoors as long as it is kept in 
filtered light. It will rest again in early fall, 
prior to bud set. You’ll notice that it won’t 
be as thirsty during this period, so water 
accordingly. 

Then, consider the two environmental 
factors that are responsible for coaxing a 
Christmas cactus into bloom. The first is 
temperature and the second is light. If tem- 
peratures at night range between 55 and 
60 degrees for a six-week period the plant 
will set buds regardless of day length. If 
temperatures run higher than that, 13 hours 
of uninterrupted darkness will bring about 
buds. Simply put the plant to bed each night 
from 6 p.m. to 8 a.m. until buds form. If 
your plant sets buds and then drops them 
prior to full bloom it is likely due to over- 
watering or exposure. For this reason keep 
it away from drafty windows, doorways or 
radiators. This sounds like hard work, but 
is really quite simple. I’m sure you’ll be 
delighted with breathtaking flowers next 
Christmas as well! 

Carol has a problem with her kalan- 
choe. “Some of the leaves on my plants have 
spots of sticky sap on them. Do you know 
what is causing this and what I can do to 
prevent it?” 

It’s funny that you write about this 
particular problem with your kalanchoe! I 
recently saw some sap on my own plant. 
I had it in a mixed container of succu- 
lents over the summer and lo and behold, I 
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directly above the portions cov- 
ered in “sap.” I almost guaran- 
tee you will find a flat, oblong- 
shaped, waxy-looking insect. 
Scales, as well as other sucking 
insects such as aphids or mealy 
bugs, excrete honeydew, a sweet 
concentration of plant sap. If left 
on the leaves long enough, sooty 
mold will form on the honey dew, 
coating them in “black dust.” Besides being 
unsightly, sooty mold diminishes the plant’s 
ability to make food. To get rid of it, treat 
the insect problem first by spraying with an 
insecticidal soap. After a month or so, exam- 
ine your plants closely for additional drops 
of honeydew; should you find some, repeat 
the entire process. As with insecticides of 
any kind, follow the directions on the con- 
tainer carefully. 

In the greenhouse, growers target kalan- 
choe flowering to begin in early December. 
Colors include red, yellow, orange, salmon, 
pink and most shades in between. Individual 
flowers are diminutive, but in since they are 
held in clusters the plant as a whole is stun- 
ning. Another attractive feature of kalanchoe 
is its dark, shiny green leaves, perfect as a 
backdrop for all those brilliantly-colored 
flowers and pretty in its own right when the 
plant isn’t in bloom. 

The kalanchoe needs bright indoor 
light. Prevent overwatering by allowing it 
to dry out some in between waterings. A 
balanced fertilizer can be applied once a 
month during spring and summer. To initiate 
flowers in time for Christmas, put the plant 
in a place where it will receive complete 
darkness for 14 hours a day beginning in 
mid-September. Sticking to a schedule, say 
from 6 p.m. to 8 a.m. daily, will make it 
easier to remember. Once the plants have 
finished blooming, remove spent flowers 
and trim back foliage to encourage dense 
growth. New plants are easily started from 
stem cuttings in the spring. 


Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 
28 years, she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email it to ekenne- 
dy@turley.com with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line. 


This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and significant anniversary announcements free of charge. 
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information. 


©birth 


<() announcements 


ement |weddin ( no 


encagement 


Www.newspapers.turley.com 





NI 


EDITORIAL 
POLICY 


Letters to the editor 
should be 500 words 
or less in length. We 
require letter writers 
to include his or 
her name, town of 
residence and home 
telephone number. 
We must authenticate 
authorship prior 
to publication. We 
RESenve the L1eht 
to edit or withhold 
any submissions 
decite ds tombe 
libelous or contain 
unsubstantiated 
allegations, personal 
attacks, defamation 
Ol soharaeter and 
offensive language. 
All unknown or 
UUMeuel eke us sui! 
quotations offered 
by the author need 
COmeeIteueChe Gib lcs 
unbiased sources. 

Mail letter to 
Country Journal, 
22 Water street, 
Palmer, MA 01069 
or mail your letter 
to: countryjournal @ 
turley.com. 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


edu | cezarsts\-mr- mm e)alelcomtareut 
recently ran in one of 
ol] am o]0] 0) | (er=1iLe) alse © (om Ke) 


newspapers.turley.com/ 
photo-request 


ISSN NO. 0747-2471 





Country 
Journal 


The Country Journal (USPS 
483-550) is published every 
Thursday by Turley Publications, 
Inc., 24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 
01069. Telephone (413) 283- 
8393, Fax (413) 289-1977. 

POSTMASTER: Send 
address changes to Turley 
Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., 
Palmer, Mass. 01069. 


PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO 


KEITH TURLEY 
President 


EDITOR 
Peter Spotts 
pspotts@turley.com 


STAFF WRITER 
Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


ADVERTISING SALES 
John Baskin 
joaskin@turley.com 


SOCIAL MEDIA 


@ Country Journal 


WEB 
countryjournal.turley.com 


Turle yo 


seatant A Inc. 
www.turley.com 


Turley Publications, Inc. cannot 
assume liability for the loss of 
photographs or other materials 
submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned 





except upon specific request 
when submitted. 





Country Journal © Thursday, December 31, 2020 


OPINION 


page 5 





By Deborah Daniels 


ow about a polar plunge to 
Hetesise yourself of 2020? It 

seems that polar bear dips are an 
increasingly popular way to greet the 
New Year. Polar plunges take place in the 
Netherlands, Canada, England, Scotland 
and Antarctica. An ice dive into the 
Atlantic Ocean at Scheveningen, a Dutch 
beach resort in 2012 drew 36,000 swim- 
mers to usher in the new year! A polar 
plunge is a rite of passage for scientists 
and visitors to New Zealand’s Scott 
Base, Antarctica in December. Course 
December is midsummer down under, 
but hot it is not. Canadians are big fans 
of polar swimming on New Year’s Day. 
To quote one Canadian’s tip to successful 
dipping, you fortify your hydraulics with 
a few beers and as soon as you get into 
deep water you release that transmission 
fluid and hop right out of there! Do you 
know what the ocean’s temperature is in 
December? The range is from 30 degrees 
Fahrenheit to in the 40s. Brisk and invig- 
orating and probably guaranteed to 
enhance a state of amnesia regarding the 
past year’s troubles. 

Many states in the USA hold polar 
dips to raise money for charities. One 
charity that receives money this way 
is the Special Olympics and Make-A- 
Wish Foundation. Wouldn’t the beach at 
Littleville Dam make a wonderful polar 
plunge entry site? And the fun swim- 
mers could have coming up with cos- 
tume themes such as Hawaiian luau 
costumes, penguin costumes and rubber 
ducky preservers all very entertaining to 
the onlookers. The polar plunge at Lake 
George, NY adds an outhouse race, or 
possibly it is an ice fishing house race, 
to its celebrated polar plunge. Dartmouth 
College in Hanover, NH ties a rope 
around the plungers’ waist. There shall 
be no unplanned event for a coed here! 
And lest you think age is a non-starter, 
consider the 92-year-old woman who 
boasted she never missed a polar swim 
in Vancouver in her life. (She was a com- 
petitive swimmer.) Sadly, many polar 
dips are going virtual this year. Not so 
the L Street Brownies. 

The L Street Brownies are year- 
round swimmers in Dorchester Bay, 
swimming daily they claim since 1888. 
The name comes from the L Street 
Bathhouse at Carson Beach in South 
Boston which is where they swim. 
They were called Brownies from the 
tan they acquired from swimming daily. 
Originally the bathhouses came about 
after the Civil War as a place for the poor 
and immigrant people to bathe. Most 
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Gonna wash that year right out of my hair 





Polar plunges into freezing cold ocean water 
are one way to wash away the old year and 
welcome in the next. 





Bernarr McFadden convinced many people 
to join him swimming in frigid Atlantic 
Ocean waters. 


tenement houses didn’t even have indoor 
plumbing at this time. So, seven bath- 
houses were built in Boston in 1867. 
They were wildly popular with the poor 
not as a means for hygiene but more for 
entertainment. They did evolve to have 
pools as well as tub baths and show- 
ers. Originally soap and towels were 
provided for a penny each and men and 
women alternated the days the bathhouse 
was open to them. Kids were free on 
Saturday night. The original sign over 
the L Street Bathhouse said, “Cleanliness 
of Body is Next to Godliness!” The first 
photographic recording of the L Street 
Brownies polar swim was in 1904. They 
will be taking the plunge Jan. 1, at 11 
a.m. 

Credit must be given to the Coney 
Island Polar Bear Club which has been 
around since 1903. This is a winter bath- 
ing club started by Bernarr McFadden 


If you notice a factual error in our pages, please let us know, so that we can 
set the record straight. Email information to countryjournal @turley.com, or call 
us at 413-283-8393. Corrections will be printed in the same section where the 


error originally occurred. 
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Mason, Elizabeth Massa, Vicki Mayhew, 
Karen McTaggart, William Missimer, 
Helen Mollison, Monica Moran, Bridget 
Mulkerrins, Pliny Norcross II, Aaron 
Osborne, Mary Ann Pease, Barbara 
Pelissier, Jeff Penn, Dave Pierce, William 
“Smitty” Pignatelli, Jane Pinsley, 
Charley Rose, William Santy, Meaghan 
Schwelm, Jeanne Sergeant, the Southern 
Hilltown Domestic Violence Task Force, 
Steve Smith, J.L. Stathatesso, Alison 
Todd, Pam Thompson, Joshua Wachtel, 
Cai Walkowiak, Kathe Warden, Anne 
Sabo Warner, Susan Warner, Justin West, 
Laine Wilder, Jonah Zimmerman. And 
those are just the names we’ve credited 


from page 4 


in print — thank you, as well, to all of 
you who submit factual items or photos 
without having your name in the paper. 

We’re looking forward to reading 
what you have to say in 2021, when 
hopefully life will return to a more “nor- 
mal” state at some point during the year. 
And to everyone else — we want to hear 
from you, too. Let your neighbors know 
what’s happening in your neck of the 
woods, or what you think about the day’s 
news. Send your letters, photos and tid- 
bits to Country Journal, 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA 01069, or email country- 
journal @turley.com. It is your newspa- 
per, after all. Thank you! 





The L Street Brownies, year-round swimmers from Dorchester Bay, in their bathhouse in 


Carson Beach. 


Pete Pantages founded Polar Bear Swim 
Club in Vancouver. 


(1868-1955). He believed in bodybuild- 
ing through daily exercise. So, every 
Sunday, October through April, he 
swam in the ocean at Coney Island. He 
also worked out with dumbbells daily, 
walked six miles a day, often hiking in 
Massachusetts, preached against the sins 
of white bread, and followed a vegetar- 
ian diet. He was eccentric. He became a 
successful publisher who made consider- 
able money with his magazine Physical 
Culture. He convinced many to join 
him swimming in the frigid water of the 
Atlantic. Dare I reveal another success- 
ful magazine he pioneered was the “true 
confessions” style of pulp magazine. 
Pete Pantages (1902-1971) started 
the Polar Bear Swim Club in Vancouver 
on a dare in 1920. He came from Greece 
in 1917, to help his family with their 
vaudeville theater and restaurant busi- 
ness. He was used to swimming daily 
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Chicago polar plungers dive into Lake 
Michigan. 


and he continued to do this in the English 
Bay in Vancouver. Friends dared him 
to swim on New Year’s Day; he did and 
proceeded to persuade others to join him. 
A tradition was started. Apparently, even 
during trips on Pacific Steamships, he 
had the Captain stop so he could swim 
daily in the ocean. This Club boasts some 
2,500 registered swimmers annually, 
raising money for local charities. Not so 
this year, they have encouraged swim- 
mers to fill a kiddie pool with cold water 
and take a dip! 

Dip into some chips and salsa. 
Propose a toast to ice in champagne 
glasses and warm toes! Welcome 2021. 


Do you have a memory or historical 
curiosity from the Hilltowns that you’d 
like to share with your neighbors? Send 
your story and photos to countryjour- 
nal@turley.com. 


BLANDFORD 








BLANDFORD — According 
to Board of Health member Jennifer 
Girard, the town is out of the red, high 
risk zone. 

“Once again, we have gone the 
three weeks [without a significant 
number of cases] to put us in the gray 
zone,” she said. 

When viewing the state charts, it 
should be kept in mind that these charts 
do not tell the whole story. According 
to Girard, calculations come from 
data in Maven, the infectious disease 
COVID-19 reporting system, and not 
what the town actually has. It gives a 
good idea of what is happening, but 
it is not completely accurate. This 
can confuse residents. For example, 
cases that are not recorded in Maven 
under Blandford, but are calculated 
under a different town. This happens 
for various reasons and situations. Yet, 


High-risk designation removed from town 


Blandford BOH will get this is infor- 
mation from local partners. 

Girard told Selectmen Monday 
night, “We are getting conflicting infor- 
mation on the vaccine. There are two 
things we do know for certain: vaccina- 
tion is being dispensed in phases.” 

First responders of smaller com- 
munities will receive it in the second 
phase where larger populations and 
hospitals will receive the vaccine in 
phase one. Then, the general public 
will be vaccinated in the third phase. 

Due to the ongoing challenges, the 
COVID-19 Command Center and Food 
Security Team are still addressing the 
needs of those who are in quarantine 
and isolation with a food assistance 
program. These individuals can reach 
out to the Food Security Coordinator 
Jhana Wallace at 617-230-4487 or 
MAfoodsecurity @ mass. gov. 
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Town officials, businesses, residents reflect on 2020 


By Mary Kronholm 


BLANDFORD -— Everyone can all 
agree that the end of 2020 is in sight and 
the door will slam shut; it will be over. 
Then we will ring in a new year with new 
hope. We are ready for that. 

These are comments from town offi- 
cials, businesses and residents reflecting 
on 2020. 

Representing the Select Board, 
member Eric McVey gave the following 
Statement: 

“Adapting to a virtual world in 
a small town hampered by the lack of 
what much of the U.S. considers standard 
accessibility to the Internet for a large 
part of our community continues to be 
a challenge. Thankfully we are seeing 
the fruits of the seeds sown four and five 
years ago to start our community’s jour- 
ney toward high speed fiber access for 
all. I look forward to a 2021 that sees our 
community and our students with access 
to tools for education and prosperity that 
many of the larger towns and cities in the 
Commonwealth take for granted as sim- 
ply existing as an available service. 

Through the continued work of our 
Town Administrator, a dedicated town 
staff and contracted service profession- 
als, the town has made major advance- 
ments toward financial stability and 
accountability. It seems throughout the 
year we took two or three steps forward 
only to discover an item to draw us back. 
However, achieving financial stabili- 
ty has allowed us as a town to react to 
financial needs that five years ago would 
have seemed crushing, but now are just a 
matter of choosing an appropriate solu- 
tion. 

The Blandford library staff found a 
way to expand accessibility across the 
school district to support students and 
families. Great Job! 

I felt let down, emotionally, many 
times this year as our responses to 
COVID-19 cancelled or in some way 
diminished many events that are just part 
of hometown American life. The swim- 
ming hole closed, parades, and memori- 
als honoring our townspeople cancelled, 


and the tradition of Trunk or Treat fizzled 
out into the mist. 

We held a couple of election and bal- 
loting events that stretched our election 
staff and saw record breaking participa- 
tion by town citizens. Great job by the 
Town Clerk’s office poll workers. 

We celebrate the first anniversary of 
our combined Chester-Blandford police 
force under Chief Inicky, 

We [Blandford] found a way. 
Elections, library, public works, grants, 
storm recovery, and a new fire chief, we 
just put our minds to work, asked ques- 
tions, took action to mitigate risks in line 
with anticipated success, and we were 
able to make things happen...including 
a record breaking seven-minute Town 
Meeting. 

Looking ahead to 2021, I expect 
we'll see more of the same. Challenges 
that as a town we'll rise to and apply cre- 
ativity to resolve, while we look out for 
our neighbors and friends. 

Speaking for the Board of Health, 
Jennifer Girard said, “The Board of 
Health has had to delay other projects 
due to the time that’s been spent on meet- 
ings for Covid. Our regularly scheduled 
monthly meetings have been at a minimal 
as, again, our time has been spent with 
Covid meetings which take many addi- 
tional hours of our week. We have had 
to postpone inspections and approval of 
plans.” She added, “We are slowly get- 
ting back into our regular obligations.” 

Town Administrator Joshua A. 
Garcia restated what McVey said about 
the hard work and change in how we mit- 
igate various challenges that impact local 
government and community in the effort 
to build capacity and achieve incremental 
progress. 

“These challenges include issues of 
public safety, community sustainabili- 
ty, fiscal responsibility, and also envi- 
ronmental concerns — all of which have 
been threatened one way or another by 
COVID-19 and added a layer of chal- 
lenges no one had anticipated,” Garcia 
said. 

Nevertheless, Blandford worked to 
navigate these issues in creative ways 


that continue to meet town-wide stra- 
tegic objectives and contribute strong- 
ly to maintain our progress for improv- 
ing municipal services, achieve econ- 
omies-of-scale, and enhance the quali- 
ty-of-life for residents, while also keep- 
ing public employees and residents safe. 
Looking ahead to fiscal 2022, we look 
forward in completing some of our exist- 
ing initiatives and also plan for additional 
capital upgrades including upgrading our 
management system at the Water Plant, 
continuing to plan for building a new 
highway garage, and rehabilitating the 
existing highway garage to get it ready 
for Fire Department use. 

North Blandford Road resident 
Barbara Langmore said she has increased 
her reading time during the pandemic, 
and “we haven’t been anywhere, and 
Christmas will see no visitors.” 

Gore Road resident Jennifer Hamel 
said that for her, not too much had 
changed. When she’s at work, every- 
one follows the CDC guidelines, masks, 
social distance and hand sanitizer/wash- 
ing hands. Shopping, however, is a differ- 
ent story. 

“I don’t shop,” she said. She will 
call in orders, and picks them up and 
avoids stores she knows will be crowded. 
She takes “advantage of The Blandford 
Country Store” where she orders her 
meats. Her husband, Justin, has worked 
from home since the beginning. He holds 
an IT position at Westfield State, and 
according to Hamel, internet access is not 
always easy. 

“It’s extremely frustrating,” she 
said, but hopes that will change with the 
advent of fiber optics. 

Brand new Chester Road resident 
Nate Maynard said the pandemic real- 
ly had not impacted him all that much. 
He and his wife, Greer Tison, lived in 
Belchertown and had been looking for 
a home in the hilltowns for some time. 
They put off their search for a short 
while, and then took it up again. When 
they found the home on Chester Road, 
“it had all the elements we were look- 
ing for.’ Rural, land, log cabin, post and 
beam construction. 


RUSSELL 


“It’s been an interesting year,” he 
said, but “finding this home has been a 
blessing, it feels like we have a sanctu- 
ary.” Maynard has just been appointed to 
the Conservation Commission and as an 
avid outdoorsman, fisherman and birder, 
has found his slot. 

TJ Cousineau, also on Chester 
Road, said, “I don’t think it’s changed 
how we live; we don’t go out as much 
but it hasn’t changed the way we live.” 
Cousineau said he found the whole safe- 
ty process complex and very confusing 
and said, “I don’t feel I’ve been affected 
that much, but my friends aren’t accept- 
ing visitors.” Discussing the complex- 
ity, he said, “I don’t think we’re being 
told everything. Something’s missing 
and I can’t put my finger on it.” He also 
said he doesn’t like virtual meetings “at 
all,’ because “you don’t get as much out 
of them, you can’t see everyone and it 
doesn’t feel like you’re really participat- 
ing in anything. It’s not like being there 
in person. 

Businesses in town were forced to 
rapidly changing situation throughout 
the year. Mark Amanti, speaking for The 
Blandford Country Club said, “It’s cer- 
tainly been an interesting year. We were 
struck by Covid early on. It may have 
helped us because there was nothing else 
to do and people wanted to get out.” 

He said as a result, the Blandford 
Country Club picked up a lot of outside 
play and new memberships. “Was it a 
Covid spike?” 

In the bigger picture, the Club “never 
could get the restaurant up and running; 
weddings were cancelled,” he said. 

Jennifer Girard, proprietor of The 
Blandford Country Store said, “Covid 
has delayed the opening of our restaurant 
because guidelines prevent sit-down food 
service in a grocery store during the pan- 
demic.” 

She added that they have been “able 
to help residents with grocery orders with 
curbside pickup and sandwiches to go.” 

The end of this week welcomes a 
new year, and many people are looking 
forward to turning the page and, hopeful- 
ly, seeing things trend upward in 2021. 
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Holy Family Parish parishioners and visitors were welcomed 
with beautiful decorations as they attended the Christmas 
Masses. Thank you very much to Christine Lindberg of 
Chester and Joe Lucardi of Russell for these beautiful 
displays. The New Year’s Eve Mass on Thursday, Dec. 31, 
will be held at 5 p.m.; New Year’s Day Mass on Friday, Jan. 
Submitted photos 


1, will be held at 10 a.m. 





DRESSED FOR THE SEASON 
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A star displayed among a sea of flowers bring holiday 
warmth and color to the services. 





The nativity scene on display at the parish. 





The Christmas Tree in the Russell Holy Family Parish. 
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Town proud of community response to pandemic 


By Peter Spotts 


WILLIAMSBURG — When 
town operations closed down in March 
because of the COVID-19 pandem- 
ic, Town Administrator Charlene Nardi 
wasn’t sure exactly how the town would 
continue to run its various departments 
and work from home. 

However, quick adaptations to state 
laws and deft work by department heads 
helped the town hit the ground running 
and keep going in this unprecedented 
time. 

“IT have to say everybody was in 
disbelief in March. It was just so surre- 
al,” Nardi said. “I kept thinking we’re 
never going to be able to meet, they’re 
not going to change the laws, we’re not 
going to be able to work from home... 
It was amazing how swift the state came 
together to figure out what they needed 
to do to allow the towns to operate.” 

She added, “I was so impressed how 
my staff in the town of Williamsburg 
quickly adapted. They did it incredibly 
well right away. We didn’t all have lap- 
tops to bring home, but they adapted with 
their own personal stuff.” 

One of the biggest losses for town 


officials is the ability to meet with res- 
idents face-to-face when dealing with 
issues or helping solve a problem, but 
Nardi said she hasn’t felt there’s been 
a decline in services provided by Town 
Hall employees. 

“T think the service level, other than 
the ability to see people face-to-face... 
we ve been serving at the same level, or 
in some cases even more so,” she said. 

Major town projects and events were 
impacted by COVID-19. The annual 
gathering of residents at Town Meeting 
in the Anne T. Dunphy School was 
moved outside in a tent on a sunny sum- 
mer afternoon. The resulting changes to 
the venue, despite social distancing the 
seats and mask protocols, led to one of 
the largest turnouts for an Annual Town 
Meeting the town has seen, and the feed- 
back was so overwhelmingly positive 
outdoor ATMs may be the future in town 
when the pandemic has passed. 

“We had an incredible Annual Town 
Meeting,’ Nardi said. “We don’t general- 
ly, unless there’s a big item on [the war- 
rant] people want to hear about, have that 
type of turnout.” 

The Owner’s project Manager 
Steering Committee has continued to 
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Town adapting to pandemic, 
anticipates broadband for residents 


By Shelby Macri 


CUMMINGTON — Like 
many of its neighboring hilltowns, 
Cummington’s town hall and munic- 
ipal buildings closed last spring due 
to COVID-19 and town hall remains 
closed to the public to this day, in an 
effort to keep employees safe. 

Though the town hall is staying 
closed to the public, people can contact 
a department for in-person appoint- 
ment options. Selectboard Chair, Eliza 
Dragon said the Town Hall continues 
adjusting to the ever-evolving situation. 

“Sometimes we’ll make appoint- 
ments, if people don’t have inter- 
net access,” Dragon said. “We try to 
accommodate as best as we can.” 

Most boards and departments meet 
by Zoom or by a conference call to 
stay connected outside of the town hall. 
Dragon explained they had to change 
some procedures to continue running 
smoothly and they’re trying to make 
sure everyone can connect when they 
need to. The town has transitioned to 
online activities so functions of town 
hall can continue despite the differenc- 
es that have occurred. One of those dif- 
ferences was the Annual Town Meeting 
being held outside this year, which 
worked out well for the town. 

“It was a great option for us, it 
worked out well and people enjoyed 
being outside.” Dragon said. “The 
weather was great when we did it, if 
it’s something we have to do we will, 
and if it’s something we can do we'll 
look into for the future.” 

The town set up a public address 
system, so people were able to hear 
the discussion, and be heard when resi- 
dents had something to say. 

The differences in how the town 
did things did not stop there, they han- 
dled holiday events in a unique way as 
well. During Halloween, the town had a 
drive through parade down main street 


and asked residents along the street to 
decorate their houses to add to the hol- 
iday celebration, they did the same for 
Christmas to add to the holiday spirit. 
The town did another drive through 
parade down main street while Santa 
was set up in the gazebo with a PA 
system to be heard by the children and 
families who attended. 

The Recreation Committee put 
together and handled out gift bags to 
people who attended. The gift bags had 
an ornament, candies, candy canes, and 
packets of hot coco to residents. People 
who handed the bags out stayed social- 
ly distant and were trying to do some- 
thing fun for the community and the 
kids in town. 

“It seemed to work out well this 
year with us following guidelines,” 
Dragon said. “We’ll do our best this 
following year to put something on 
according to what our guidelines will 
be. I don’t know what our new normal 
will be, but we’ll accommodate as best 
we can.” 

In regard to the new normal, 
Dragon shared that the town is up and 
running on the fiber network from 
Broadband and the final leg of the proj- 
ect is finishing up currently. Everyone 
who’s signed up for Broadband should 
be good to go when the network 1s fully 
Set up. 

“Everyone should be good to go 
next year. The MLP is doing a wonder- 
ful job with the project,’ Dragon said. 
‘“We’re taking it day by day and week 
by week until we can open back up.” 

There are no specific expec- 
tations for the next year besides the 
fact that the Broadband project should 
be finished, and it seems to be going 
smoothly currently. Dragon expressed 
it’s great to see people who had inter- 
net issues doing better now, especially 
with students and parents working from 
home. Dragon expects people to be 
covered and have internet in 2021. 
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work diligently over the past year to try 
and bring a design before the town to 
consider voting on this fall. However, 
COVID-19 delayed plans by about a 
month and that didn’t happen, but the 
committee is continuing to diligently 
push on and hoped to have something 
ready for discussion in early 2021. 
However, with COVID-19 cases rising, 
another delay is in order for the safety 
of residents and the new target date is in 
spring 2021, possibly April. 

“We really only got like a month 
behind, maybe four weeks behind,” 
Nardi said. “Then we started targeting 
January or February 2021. At the last 
meeting, just with the active positive 
cases going up, even in Williamsburg 
and the surrounding communities, we 
just felt it wouldn’t be fair to the voters 
and the project to try and hold a meeting 
then.” 

Regardless of when a meeting is 
held, Nardi said there will be lots of 
work going into presenting information 
to residents about the PSC before any 
meeting takes place. 

“You want to make sure people have 
the opportunity to see what we’re pro- 
posing, understand the financing,” she 


said. “The idea is you really educate the 
voters before you go to town meeting.” 

The town will also have to change 
its plans for celebrating its 250th anni- 
versary. Festivity plans were underway 
for summer 2021, but planning ground 
to a halt during the pandemic and Nardi 
said the Selectboard will be receiving a 
recommendation to postpone a celebra- 
tion until a future year. 

“We’re going to be making a rec- 
ommendation to the Board of Selectmen 
to postpone it until 2022 or 2023. It is 
postponed,” Nardi said. “We’re not going 
to try to hold something in the summer 
of 2021.” 

It’s been a turbulent year for the 
town and its residents. Nardi is proud of 
the work and spirit shown by all to navi- 
gate these difficult times. 

“T always knew it was true that our 
community, the people of Williamsburg, 
the department heads, always pull 
together in an emergency,” she said. “It 
always works with the fire, police, and 
the highway...they know what to do. 
They handle it. This involves more of us 
and I have to say I’m just so proud and 
impressed of all our department heads 
with what they’ve accomplished.” 
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Community combats COVID-19 
together with generosity 


By Peter Spotts 


MIDDLEFIELD — It was a year that 
didn’t go as planned in town, as annu- 
al staples like the Middlefield Fair and 
Middlefield Days couldn’t take place with 
the rise of COVID-19, but the community 
banded together to tackle adversity. 

Town Administrator Duane Pease 
said it was impressive to see the ways the 
community came together to help each 
other during the difficult months at the 
start of the pandemic after an emergency 
meeting on March 11 led to a vote to 
close everything down. Pease said one of 
the best examples has been the “give-and- 
take” pantry at the Senior Center in the 
Old Town Hall. 

“It’s been amazing how well people 
come, bring stuff, and people take stuff. 
It’s been very successful for the people 
that need it,’ Pease said. “During the toi- 
let paper shortage people were donating 
it, Which was just amazing. It’s been a 
real success story for the town.” 

Town operations were able to con- 
tinue without too many hiccups. Pease 
said outside of the Selectboard’s regularly 
scheduled meetings, most boards started 
meeting on an as-needed basis, making it 
easier to adapt to remote options. 

“The offices have kept running. 
People try not to be in here at the same 
time. Our posted hours have gone by the 
board,” Pease explained. 

The town was also able to complete 
its main construction goals for 2020 as 
well. 

“We were able to take down the 
buildings in the center of town,” Pease 
said. “COVID had no effect on that. We 
were able to rebuild Skyline trail. Those 
were the two big projects we did this year. 
It [COVID-19] didn’t really affect any 
projects.” 


Coming up next spring, the town 
will be looking to move its road improve- 
ment’s focus onto some of the rougher 
roads to traverse. 

“Just working on some of the back 
roads, the dirt and gravel roads to see 
what we can do to get them in better con- 
dition. That’s in the spring,” Pease said. 

The Middlefield Fair was hit espe- 
cially hard by COVID-19. Not only was 
the fair cancelled in 2020, but it lost its 
major fundraising opportunities like the 
pancake breakfasts. Additionally, the 
October town gathering for Middlefield 
Days was also cancelled. Larry Pease said 
the fair is currently in a waiting game to 
see what improvements happen in the 
spring, which will determine the Fair’s 
future course of action. 

“In all honesty, everything is just 
kind of on hold until we can see where 
everything is going. We have to wait and 
see,’ Pease said. “We can’t plan any fund- 
raisers right now until things get better. 
Things are pretty much on hold until 
springtime.” 

Duane Pease said local businesses 
also felt the impact of the shutdown, espe- 
cially AzureGreen. 

“It was harsh. Especially to 
AzureGreen because they’re a mail order 
business,” he said. “When people can’t 
come in to mail orders it hurt them. I can 
sympathize.” 

It’s been a difficult year for the town, 
businesses, and residents, but the commu- 
nity has found ways to persevere, adapt, 
and overcome the new challenges in 2020 
and can begin looking forward to, hope- 
fully, a more normal 2021. 

“Nobody likes COVID of course, but 
the people I talk to were just being as 
normal as we can and as happy as we 
can and looking for a brighter next year,’ 
Larry Pease said. 


MIDDLEFIELD SENIOR CENTER 


Lunch is served at the Senior Center, 
169 Skyline Trail, Middlefield, each 
Wednesday at noon. 

A $3 donation is suggested. 
Reservations should be made, and meal 
choice stated, by calling and leaving a 


message at 413-623-9990 the Monday 
before. Pick-up and delivery are avail- 
able. The menu on Wednesday, Jan. 6, 
is fajita chicken, chuckwagon blend, 
Spanish rice, whole wheat tortilla, and 
mixed fruit. 
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Michele Kenney enjoys a break on a rock along Unkamit’s 
Path in Chester. 


The view headed into Mica Mine. 
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Karen McTaggart and Kim Kelliher explore the stone bridge 
across Old Eastman Road in Chester. 


Liz Massa finds an old axe head. 
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The Huntington Community Events Committee had over 20 families that signed up for the gingerbread houses to go event and received photos of some of the finished products from 
Submitted photos 


families. 
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Director's hard work keeps library doors open 


By Shelby Macri 


CHESTERFIELD — Libraries have 
had to find different ways to continue 
serving patrons throughout the COVID- 
19 pandemic this year. 

Chesterfield Library Director Cindy 
Squier is the sole employee in the library 
currently, though she does have one pas- 
time helper who works for two hours on 
Wednesday to help put books away and 
clean up the building. The Chesterfield 
library is a part of CW Mars and circu- 
lation numbers have kept up due to the 
online activity provided by CW Mars. 
There has been an increase in inter-li- 
brary loans due to the connection the CW 
Mars provides, those books are appropri- 
ately quarantined before they are bagged 
up for curbside pick-up. 

While the library is open now, it is 
closed to the public and people can pick 


up their books that are bagged in a bas- 
ket outside the library. People can call 
the library and leave a message or speak 
to Squier about the type of book they 
want; she’s also available by email and 
has been working more on online pro- 
grams as the state and country continues 
operations online. Additionally, Squier 
knows the people in her community and 
can give recommendations on books that 
people will like. 

“Typically, someone will call or 
come to the door and say, ‘I’m looking 
for a book like this’ and I’m able to go 
inside the library and pick out a book for 
them to read based off of what they told 
me and what I know they like,’ Squier 
said. “Knowing your patron’s is a good 
thing because you connect with them and 
you can pick things for them.” 

There are more processes at the 
library now that the virus has posed a 


SCHOOLS 


threat to people, and can survive on sur- 
faces. The library has a strict quaran- 
tine process for the books that come in 
through interlibrary loan, or when Squier 
buys a new book to add to the library’s 
options. 

Squier said she lets the books quar- 
antine for a week, then she cleans the 
books, before bagging them and putting 
them in the curbside pickup bin. Squier 
says that some people may think it’s 
overboard, but she wants to stay safe 
and keep others safe during this time. 
Because of all the extra processes and 
after measure there is more work to be 
done in the library. 

“We’re a small library in a small 
town and it has a lot of use. We’re bus- 
ier than we usually are,’ Squier said. 
“T definitely don’t lack in things to do, 
that’s for sure. We have to clean, find 
the books, quarantine books, handle the 


& YOUTH 


pickups, and put things away amongst 
other things.” 

The library is a space for the town to 
be social so it’s very different now with 
the lack of attendees and the rules against 
people coming indoors. To combat not 
letting people inside, Squier is trying to 
go through the library’s books and get 
rid of the older books that don’t get used 
as often anymore, and replace them by 
buying new books that people will be 
interested in. 

In addition to all that Squier has 
done so far, she is hopeful of putting on 
Summer Programs in 2021. The library 
had to cancel the Summer Programs this 
past year because of the uncertainty of 
COVID-19 and the strict guidelines on 
gatherings. Typically, Squier holds pro- 
grams throughout the year, starting with 
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teachers had to greatly adjust and adapt 
to online teaching. 

Spanish teacher Alexis Batra and 
Social Studies teacher James Duggan 
spoke about the struggles of remote 
learning and the suddenness of school 
closing. Duggan said he digitized a 
few of his lessons and materials before 
leaving the building in March, knowing 
remote teaching would continue for a 
time. 

“Undoubtedly, being thrust into 
remote learning with little time to pre- 
pare or experience to draw upon is 
stressful,’ Duggan said. “We soon 
learned that we would be limited to pro- 
viding ‘enrichment’ assignments for stu- 
dents as opposed to the usual curriculum. 
So, I attempted to emphasize quality as 
opposed to quantity.” 

Ending the year in quarantine is 
not how anyone in the education sys- 
tem would have expected the year to 
go. The staff and teachers had the sum- 
mer to plan the next school year out and 
adapt their curriculum to online unlike 
last year, there were still learning curves 
for teachers. “I started learning about 
how to teach remotely through an online 
class I took in the summer. In August, 
around a month before school started, 
I still hadn’t learned how to share my 
screen,’ Batra said. “More than once I 
got overwhelmed by the idea of teaching 
online, but it all sorted out. Teachers got 
together and helped each other. The stu- 
dents were so patient with my mistakes.” 

Thankfully, there were more plat- 
forms available in August for remote 
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achieve greater success in a remote learn- 
ing model,” said Tara Winters, a ninth- 
grade special education teacher who also 
has two children in the district. “Many 
worked hard all summer long to generate 
ideas to cover all areas of learning, safe- 
ty, the school building, and engagement, 
which was followed by creating, revis- 
ing, and further rethinking nearly every 
facet of our plans.” 

“It was a complete overhaul of what 
the remote learning looked like,” said 
Nichols. “Now we have a structured 
school day. That is much better. I think 
the school did the best they could in the 
spring with what they were given, but 
they definitely improved for this year.” 

Smidy also acknowledged the sup- 
port staff put into organizing some ways 
to boost students’ spirit while most gath- 
erings and activities, including prom and 
athletics, were postponed, cancelled, or 
altered significantly. Efforts culminated 
in a virtual graduation, which allowed 
each student to walk across the stage 


learning and staff was given ample time 
to prepare. Teachers came together to 
help one another with online aspects of 
teaching, as some are more skilled in 
technology and were able to help those 
who aren’t. Teachers also worked on a 
plan to help kids return to learning in 
the building for the new school year, 
and they’ve been successful in hybrid 
learning. Principal Jason Finnie said the 
shutdown in March caused the loss of 
traditions that typically take place at the 
end of the year, and that this affected 
seniors a great deal but had an impact on 
all students. 

“Staff and the community pulled 
together to celebrate and invent new 
traditions to mitigate this as best they 
could, and this spirit of putting students 
first carried into the summer as our com- 
munities, staff, and administrators vol- 
untarily came together to work out the 
details of a safe return by interpreting 
and applying the ever-changing state 
mandates and guidelines,’ Finnie said. 
“This collaborative spirit benefited our 
students, as we returned in person earli- 
er than many neighboring districts, and 
have remained open while many others 
have been forced to close. Hopefully, 
this continues into 2021!” 

Teachers are maintaining the spirit 
of working together as they help each 
other with online platforms and ways 
of teaching that have worked well with 
students so far. Finnie admitted there 
are obvious negative impacts from the 
time lost in the spring and the social iso- 
lation that has occurred throughout the 


for their family members in person and 
appear virtually with their entire class. 

“Hampshire is fortunate to have real- 
ly amazing students and families who 
worked with the school to make the best 
out of the situation, and of course, we are 
so lucky to have the best staff around,” 
Smidy said. “I asked staff to donate 
funds to make the lawn sign for seniors 
and was met with enthusiasm. Anytime 
I asked staff to do anything, they rose to 
the occasion to help raise the spirits of 
our students, including making a funny 
video, do home deliveries, or volunteer 
to staff our individual graduation cere- 
monies.” 

The High School opened with only 
the seventh-graders physically onsite two 
days a week and special education stu- 
dents who needed direct support in their 
learning environment. Students’ spirits 
are being lifted heading into 2021 as the 
rest of the school was welcomed back at 
the start of December as the school hopes 
the new year will bring new opportuni- 


pandemic, but he has also seen students 
learning how to adapt and respond to 
challenges, and they have made posi- 
tive contributions to improving schooling 
during this time. The students’ resilience 
during the pandemic is admirable and 
they had carried on despite the hurdles 
they’ve faced. 

“Each student has had to adapt to 
changing instructional methods with the 
high school students being the last to 
move from fully remote to the hybrid 
model. As always, some students are bet- 
ter able to adapt and, overall, it has prov- 
en to be a difficult task,’ Superintendent 
David Hopson said. “In general, those 
students that attend school regularly in 
the hybrid model and have been diligent 
about joining and completing work while 
remote have done well.” 

Batra said both staff and students 
have adapted to the new ways of learn- 
ing and that has benefitted all parties, as 
everyone knows how frustrating remote 
learning can be. Additionally, teachers 
have learned to be more creative when 
finding fun activities while adjusting to 
the hybrid model. 

“T have had some success integrat- 
ing elements of the ‘flipped learning’ 
approach, which turns classroom time 
into a more individualized experience,” 
Duggan said. “Instead of an instructor 
addressing all students as a group for the 
entire class period, learners move at their 
own pace or in small groups to apply 
what they have learned.” 

Duggan will videotape a lesson 
and have students watch it before class 


ties for the school communities. 

“It’s really hard to connect with 
other students especially,’ said Nichols. 
“The morale definitely improved once 
people are able to go back for the people 
who did go back. I know teachers seem 
to be much happier teaching a class- 
room.” 

“It’s been kind of weird, but it’s a 
lot better and feels a lot more normal 
now that everyone’s back,’ added sev- 
enth-grader Ella Cleary. 

Smidy and Winters both praised the 
work and effort by everyone involved 
in making the end of last school year 
and the start of the current one possi- 
ble. From countless hours seven days a 
week and online teaching to overhauling 
school safety protocols and upgrading 
HVAC systems to make the building safe 
for students, to everyone being respon- 
sible and helping keep their friends, 
neighbors, and classmates safe, it’s been 
a team effort from top to bottom. 

“Our administration has been incred- 
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so they’re ready to apply what they’ve 
learned. He has also found that proj- 
ect-based lessons, class discussions, and 
reflective writing has helped students to 
learn and can be done in the hybrid and 
remote learning models. As Batra said 
previously, teachers are finding creative 
ways to learn and interact with students, 
this is true with extra circulars and sports 
as well. 

“We were fortunate to have staff that 
set about modifying activities so that 
they could be done remotely rather than 
just cancel clubs and student activities. 
Athletics were impacted to some degree, 
but many students were still able to par- 
ticipate,’ Hopson said. 

Finnie spoke about the teacher’s 
ability to adapt after school clubs and 
that the School Committee allowed Fall 
sports and recently basketball. While he 
is hopeful that sports can continue, he’s 
unsure if sports will need to be suspend- 
ed or cancelled in the upcoming months. 
The schools will continue to monitor the 
cases associated with the virus to keep 
students safe during this academic year. 

As for graduation next summer, 
both Finnie and Hopson are hopeful for 
a graduation, whether it will need to be 
in the form of an alternative plan or tra- 
ditional ceremony will be determined in 
the coming months. 

“There will be a graduation for the 
class of 2021 but what form that takes is 
still unknown as we wait for the effects 
of the pandemic to subside and have the 
Governor’s emergency orders rescinded 
or significantly changed,’ Hopson said. 
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ibly responsive to staff and families as 
we’ve moved through this crisis,” said 
Winters. “The countless hours, seven 
days every week, they have spent literally 
mean they’re earning pennies for the end- 
less work they are accomplishing — and, 
with patience, diligence, and respect. Our 
nurse staff has also done an amazing 
job.” 

She continued, “Students are the 
real heroes in this; they are surviving a 
global pandemic, fighting to keep some 
semblance of normal in their lives, and 
carrying on with their studies no matter 
how hard things are. They have also been 
honest so we may assist. I’m very grate- 
ful for my job and the support our com- 
passionate community has shown.” 

Smidy added, “I just feel extremely 
fortunate to be working in this communi- 
ty. This has been an extremely hard year 
for everyone, yet the staff, families, and 
students of Hampshire Regional continu- 
ously demonstrate patience, kindness and 
dedication.” 
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Food pantry shelves stocked throughout pandemic 


By Peter Spotts 


GOSHEN — The COVID-19 pan- 
demic created difficulties for many fami- 
lies making ends meet across the region, 
creating larger needs and demands on 
local food pantries providing invaluable 
food resources to those in need during 
this difficult time. 

Goshen Food Pantry Program 
Director Diane Drohan took over the 
position in October, in addition to her 
duties at the Northampton Survival 
Center, and said the pantry shelves are 
as stocked as they’ve ever been. Pantry 
visits fluctuate as a couple weeks ago 
saw 29 families visit, but then the fol- 
lowing week only had nine. 

“We have enough food. We would 
love it if you would come every week 
and take advantage of getting fresh 
cheese, fresh milk, and frozen milk, and 
fresh produce,” Drohan said. “We’re giv- 
ing a lot of food to a lot of people and 
we're So grateful.” 

She added, “Always right before 
the holidays we have an influx of folks. 
Generally, around the holiday times we 
do see a slight increase of clients coming 
for food.” 

Drohan spends four days a week in 


Northampton helping out with Survival 
Center activities and is in Goshen on 
Wednesdays. Through her connections 
there, she’s been able to order a wider 
variety of foods and expand the selec- 
tions offered in the hilltown. 

“The variety of food has increased 
a little bit just because I have access 
to different ordering systems,” she 
explained. “If there’s an abundance of 
bread and sweets in Northampton donat- 
ed from Stop & Shop and Big Y, I can 
take some boxes up to Goshen.” 

The pantry has also been bolstered 
through additional grant funding thanks 
to the CARES Act. Combined the 
increased grants with the “free” food 
given to pantries from the United States 
Department of Agriculture, and there’s 
a great variety of offerings for pantry 
patrons each week. 

“The nice thing about that is nor- 
mally we might not order cases of 
ground beef because it could be expen- 
sive, but now...we’ll buy it because that 
amount is tallied up at the bottom and 
they subtract the CARES act money and 
we owe basically nothing,” Drohan said. 
“We work within our budget. In the past 
we might not have been able to afford 
ground beef.” 


The CARES Act funding is slated 
to run until the new year. Drohan said 
it’s currently uncertain whether the same 
funding the pantry currently operates 
on will be available in the new year so 
offerings may have to be cut back if the 
grant changes. 

‘“We’re fortunate we’ve been able to 
get this grant money which has allowed 
us to purchase additional food items,” 
she said. “Right now, we’re stocked pret- 
ty well. Certainly, going into the new 
year, if we don’t get any extended fund- 
ing, then we might not be purchasing the 
quantity of food we’re purchasing now.” 

Drohan was in Northampton when 
the pandemic started. During the begin- 
ning of the shutdown, the Goshen Pantry 
was closed, and a temporary pantry was 
set up in Worthington, which served new 
clients in Worthington and Cummington. 
However, many of those did not follow 
the pantry back to Goshen when doors 
reopened. Drohan said it could be the 
distance or they only needed help for a 
little bit of time. 

“We actually haven’t seen the 
majority of them since,” Drohan said. 

The pantry does curbside pickup, 
with item lists brought out to the cars 
for patrons to check off what food items 


OTIS 


they would like and then a bag brought 
out to them after everything is packed 
up. In addition to the fresh produce, 
dairy, and frozen items, everyone gets 
an assortment of USDA supplied canned 
goods and other non-perishable foods. 

Pantry volunteer staff has also been 
cut by at least half. Drohan said due 
to COVID-19 restricting the number of 
people safely allowed in the building 
and with some of the volunteers being 
elderly and wanting to avoid extra expo- 
sure risks, they’re down to one or two 
volunteers depending on expected vol- 
ume. 

“T only generally have [a couple] 
because of the pandemic and because it’s 
a small space and we want to stay dis- 
tanced and masked,’ Drohan said. 

Drohan has thoroughly enjoyed get- 
ting to make new friends and meet new 
faces, even while masked, in the hill- 
towns since beginning her weekly visits 
in October. She’s looking forward to 
continuing serving Goshen and the sur- 
rounding communities in 2021. 

The pantry is open from | to 3 p.m. 
on Wednesdays. For more information, 
visit www.northamptonsurvival.org/ 
locations/goshen-pantry or call 413-268- 
TO18:. 





Town officials reflect on the year of adaptations 


By Shelby Macri 


OTIS — When the COVID-19 pan- 
demic closed the municipal buildings, 
town employees were able to pick up the 
extra work given to them and keep the 
town operations functioning. 

This was especially apparent when 
the town had to get ready for the Annual 
Town Meeting — there was an extension 
given to towns so they could adapt their 
meeting format to the new state guide- 
lines for social distancing. Town Clerk 
Lyn O’Brien was in charge of setting 
up the caucus, town meeting, and town 
elections this past year. O’Brien was also 
in charge of setting up for the presiden- 
tial election, and counting the ballots the 
came in by mail, drop off, and during 
voting day. This year’s changes in proce- 
dures added work to O’Brien’s shoulders, 
but she was able to carry on her duties 
regardless. 

O’Brien explained the Nov. 3 pres- 
idential election was very different this 
year due to the options voters were given; 


Notice Otis launches with 


architectural 


OTIS — The Otis Preservation 
Trust and the Otis Historical 
Commission invite residents to the 
Notice Otis series of cultural and edu- 
cational events this winter. These pro- 
grams are free to all registrants. 

On Thursday, Jan. 28, Bonnie 
Parsons, locally renown historic pres- 
ervationist, will give a PowerPoint 
presentation on the History of Otis’ 
Architectural Styles. As appreciated 
in all the hilltowns’ own buildings, 
Otis has a rich architectural histo- 
ry with pre-Revolutionary houses 
set among bungalows and ranches, 
with buildings designed to look like 
Greek temples and a French Second 
Empire building that aimed to convey 
its builder’s sophistication. There are 


there were also many more mail-in bal- 
lots that were received due to the entirely 
different year the country had. She had 
to put tape in the hallway and the gym to 
signify social distancing, and there were 
only five booths to vote in, rather than the 
usual 10. 

“It took a lot of planning this year, 
and voters had more options,’ O’Brien 
said. “There were additional times for 
early voting and there were less voters 
allowed in the gym at a time.” 

Staffing was hard because oof the 
additional safety measures. Poll workers 
had to have their own individual work- 
spaces with plexiglass dividers on each 
station. They also had to have hand san- 
itizer and stay clean while inside the 
building. The state did pay for a drop box 
so voters could drop off their votes in a 
secure place, which made voters feel bet- 
ter when voting that way. 

“Elections were evolving at every 
stage, from town elections to the state pri- 
mary,’ O’Brien said. “It was equally chal- 
lenging each time. We had to roll with it 


presentation 


houses whose porches were inspired 
by Italian villas and Capes that were 
built after World War II to house a 
growing population. Using the build- 
ings in Otis as the examples, this talk 
will sort out the architectural styles 
in a narrative that will give partic- 
ipants a way to look at their sur- 
rounding neighborhoods and enjoy 
these architectural gifts. Currently, 
the Otis downtown area is awaiting 
final approval from the United States 
Department of Interior, National 
Parks Service for Historic District 
recognition. 

The first event will be held online 
via Zoom. To register for this free 
event, go to optin.today or the town’s 





website, townofotisma.com. 


because we didn’t have a choice, but we 
made it work.” 

The spring caucus was pushed to the 
end of May and the AIM was pushed to 
the end of June to accommodate. Both 
were held outside, and O’ Brien found the 
traffic cones were great for social distanc- 
ing and setting up boundaries. She set up 
traffic cones, so residents knew where to 
stand, and it was a successful set up. 

Though the caucus and ATM had 
completely different set up’s and it was 
hard to have people socially distance 
from each other; the town was able to 
provide adequate parking and made sure 
that workers were distant, and had access 
to hand sanitizer. There was a constable 
and maintenance crew at each event to 
clean and help people if needed. O’ Brien 
believes that the caucus and ATM will be 
held outdoors again in 2021, and that the 
spring elections may prove to be a chal- 
lenge again. 

“It'll be easier to put on now that 
we've had to last year, but it’ll still be a 
challenge to put on the caucus and town 


meeting this way,’ O’Brien said. 

Aside from the outdoor systems the 
town set up, the town also transitioned 
many daily operations online. 

“We navigated working remotely as 
other towns and businesses did. Otis has 
a proactive approach to our IT needs, 
so it was a pretty seamless transition,” 
Town Administrator Brandi Page said. 
“We were then able to be open to the 
public through the summer and fall in the 
mornings. With cases rising recently we 
did again decide to close to the public and 
offer appointments if needed.” 

Residents can call the town hall and 
hear a list of options for anything they 
may need, and if they need to meet with 
someone in person, they can make an 
appointment with a specific department. 

“One of the things we regretfully had 
to cancel was The Otis Fire Department 
annual summer block dance,’ Page said. 
‘“We’ve also had to cancel many import- 
ant senior events. Like everyone, we are 
hoping and crossing our fingers for to 
healthy and active 2021!” 


CHESTERFIELD 





DIRECTOR 


Saturday’s in February where Squier and 
others bake things and bring them to the 
library for the community. 

Other past activities included 
“Plant a Pansy” and “Pass it On, Slime 
Time” in the Fall, and the New Year 
Toast where Squier brings bread, honey, 
and cider for a snack at the Library. 
These events where cancelled during 
2020, but Squier is hopeful that she can 
hold some Summer programs for 2021. 

“There’s a multitude of programs in 
the summer, and they’re all different,” 
she said. “Like science project, paper 
folding and origami working, summer 
reading, and other fun projects. Many of 
the activities aren’t just for children and 
adults often join in and have fun while 
participating.” 

Some things to look forward to in 
2021 form the library include hopefully 
some summer programs depending on 
state guidelines, and more of an online 
presence for the library. She also has a 
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tech savvy board member who 1s looking 
into creating a social media page for the 
library. 

“Whether the pandemic continues or 
not, we’re trying to have online programs 
for more variety,’ Squier said. “I want to 
create our own Facebook Page so people 
can see what’s going on, what’s on the 
page, and it'll be a fun thing for people 
on social media.” 

Squier has been working at the 
library for 25 years and hasn’t worked 
with a computer very much but has 
adapted well to the online functions 
during the pandemic. She is optimistic 
2021 will be a good year; she has gotten 
into routines and has put in a lot of work 
to keep the library open and safe during 
this time. Residents should look forward 
to some summer programs and look for 
an online presence for the library, where 
Squier may create online programs for 
kids and students, at townofchesterfield- 
ma.com/library. 
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WORTHINGTON 
Holiday luncheon successful for COA 


WORTHINGTON — The Council 
on Aging held a successful curbside 
luncheon on Monday, Dec. 21. Thanks 
to the Fiddlehead Inn and Rabbit Hole 
Restaurant for 158 delicious meals. Also, 
thanks to the helpers who handed out 
the meals, made deliveries, and to Chief 





TOYS FOR CHRISTMAS 


Reinke and Charley Rose, who directed 
traffic. Special thanks to Shelley Rice, 
the outgoing COA director, who unfor- 
tunately moved away. The Selectboard 
would like to welcome Phyllis Dassatti 
as the new interim Director, who jumped 
in to help pull this event off. 
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The True Christmas Toy Drive was very successful. The Fiddlehead Restaurant and the 
Chase family would like to thank the community for their tremendous generosity. 
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All gifts were distributed by True Christmas, a local 501c3 non-profit organization, 5 eae : <3 Se s fills 
located in Western Massachusetts. Courtesy photo ~~ oe y = a \ se) 
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3 Al's Tire & Auto Repair 


When it comes to tires we do It all, 
from wheelbarrows to big rigs. 


MOST MAJOR TIRE BRANDS AVAILABLE 


Brakes, Shocks, Struts, Front End Repairs & Alignments 


Mike 


Pepe 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Home of the 
Cowboys 

7. “Hawaii Five-O” 
actor McBride 

10. Most aged 

12. Fitted with a shoe 

13. Courteously 

14. They form over 
cuts 

15. Western Alaskan 
river 

16. Aggressive men 

17. Farm animal 

18. Young woman 
(French) 

19. Sixth month of 
Hebrew calendar 

21. Short cry 

22. otate capital 

2/. Rural delivery 

28. ° Twilight Zone” 
creator 

33. Gigabyte 

34. Flammable 


Air Conditioning Service 


918 Southampton Road, Westfield, MA 01085 
Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


Morin 562-3391 ~ 562-1704 David Fasser 
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ee) ie) 
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ett | tf 
4. Shelter from wind 26. Utilize 
5. olgn language 29. Beloved 
6. Pigpen Hollywood alien 
7. Make sore 30. Unwell 
8. Flat metal shelves 31. More destitute 
9.Formsthatsay 32. Grinded together 
who you are 35. Sun up in New 
10. Cigar lovers’ York 
necessity 36. Italian-made cars 
11. Popular cooking 38. Most sacred site 
ingredient in Islam 
12. Skin covering the 40. Rip apart 
head 41. Go in a specified 
14. Unshakable direction 
17. Exclamation 42. Freshwater 
meaning mussel genus 
“Finally!” 43.“ the Man” 
18. One of the wise Musical 
men’s gifts 44. One thousand 
20. Take away from cubic feet (abbr.) 
23. In accordance 45. West coast time 
with the law zone 
24. Nicole Kidman’s 46. Mimic 
husband 47. You can get one 
29. NY Giants legend in summer 


hydrocarbon 

36. Supervises flying 

3/7. An actor who 
plays a 

principal role 

38. Furnace for 
pottery 

39. Fall back 

40. Afrikaans word 
for language 

41. Chinese city 

44. Fleshy 

45. Inventor 

48. Taxis 

49. A citizen of Spain 

90. Important age for 
aging workers 
(abbr.) 

91. Body part 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Chinese mountain 
range 

2. Romanian city 

3. Fishermen cast it 
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e Locally Owned & Operated for 50 Years 
e Oil Customers - 24 Hour Emergency 


service & Automatic Delivery Available 


e New System Installations - 


Mitsubishi Electric Diamond Dealer 


e Heating Oil Plus - Maximize Energy 


Dollars: Keep system running Clean 


79 Union St., Rear 2, Easthampton, MA 01027 


: HEATING INC. 


erations Since 1966 


THIS WEEK'S HOROSCOPES 


ARIES 

Mar 21/Apr 20 

Aries, it may take time 
to make a_ nutritional 
overhaul, especially if 
indulging in drinks and 
sweets has become 
habitual. Be patient with 
yourself and you'll be 
successful. 


TAURUS 

Apr 21/May 21 

Taurus, if you’ve been 
considering a move 
lately, you may find 
yourself putting the 
wheels in motion pretty 
soon. Begin to make a 
list of what you need to 
pull this off. 


GEMINI 

May 22/Jun 21 

Direct communication 
does not always come 
easy to you. Give it a 
try and convey your 
feelings to someone 
you love. Be honest and 
welcome the response. 
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CANCER 

Jun 22/Jul 22 

Cancer, even if you’re 
feeling out of sync this 
week, you will manage 
to find someone who is 
marching along to a sim- 
ilar beat. This person can 
become a true friend. 


LEO 

Jul 23/Aug 23 

Start to clean house, 
Leo. Avoid any distract- 
ing habits that might get 
in your way. You don’t 
need anything to derail 
your positive plans for 
the future this week. 


VIRGO 

Aug 24/Sept 22 

Virgo, find a new muse 
and begin a creative 
project. There may be 
some obstacles along 
the way, but you will 
see creative endeavors 
through to completion. 
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Here’s How It Works: 
sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 


3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 


413-527-0194 


Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am - 4:00 pm 





LIBRA 

Sept 23/0ct 23 

A former flame may try 
to heat things up again, 
Libra. If you’re single, 
you may be interested. 
But steer clear of this 
person if you're at- 
tached because it spells 
trouble. 


SCORPIO 

Oct 24/Nov 22 
Embrace healthy debate 
and don’t try to bowl 
anyone over with your 
big ideas. Afford others 
their own right to have 
an opinion, even if it dif- 
fers from your own. 


SAGITTARIUS 
Nov 23/Dec 21 

You have learned many 
lessons about financial 
responsibility, Sagittari- 
us. When an item catch- 
es your eye, it might 
be very tempting to in- 
dulge. Stay the course. 
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more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle! 


CAPRICORN 
Dec 22/Jan 20 
Personal affairs often 
make you a_ closed 
book. But you may 
have to spill a few se- 
crets to a trusted friend 
to get the advice you 
need right now. 


AQUARIUS 

Jan 21/Feb 18 

Clean up any unre- 
solved parts of your 
life before the year 
draws to a close , 
Aquarius. It’s a large 
undertaking, but you 
have the means and 
the support to get it 
done. 


PISCES 

Feb 19/Mar 20 

Cease to compromise 
on your core values, 
Pisces. You do not have 
to sway to the desires 
of others. Stand your 
ground on_ important 
issues. 


Fun By The 
Numbers 


Like puzzles? 
Then you'll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the moment you 
Square off, So 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your Sudoku 
savvy to the test! 


WESTFIELD NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS 


AUTO PARTS inc 


az 
CARQUEST 
> 


AUTO PARTS 
& SUPPLIES 


Call “DALE” 


* Complete Auto Machine Shop Service %* Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds 
* Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer * Hydraulic Hoses 
8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD 


Dial 568-8944 o 568-1611 Fax # 568-1554 





Now stocking 
Car Quest 
Filters made 
by WIX, 
Amalie Oil, 
Bailing Twine 
& 
Tractor Parts 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX- 
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 


FURNACE. Call today 413-296- 
4320. 
MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 





ssifieds 
Get Results! 





COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


a! 





os RARE ta go a 
2***** A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 


ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


AUTO FOR SALE 


MUST SELL 2008 SUBARU LEGA- 
CY 131,000 Miles, New Brakes, Tires 
are Good, Runs Very Well $3000 Call 
(413) 534-5188 after 4om 





VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$10.00 
Base Price 
$12.00 


Base Price 
$14.00 


Base Price 
$16.00 


Base Price 
$10.50 


Base Price 
$12.50 


Base Price 
$14.50 


Base Price 
$16.50 


DEADLINES 


Base Price 
$9.50 


Base Price Base Price 
$11.00 $11.50 
Base Price 
$13.00 


Base Price 
$13.50 


Base Price Base Price 
$15.00 $15.50 


Base Price Base Price 
$17.00 $17.50 





me 18.00 ne 1850 $19.00 519.50 
Name: Phone: 
Address; 
Town: a State Zips 
NumberofWeeks:—“‘“‘;WUUUUUCX perweekrate=$o00 
Credit Card: L] MasterCard LIVISA Discover Ly Cash L) Check# 
Card#. EXD. Date COV 
Amountofcharge: tes 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 11,900 


Fa 


AED 





SHELBURNE 
BUCKLAND 











Buy the Hilltowns ZONE for $9.50 for 20 words 
plus 50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price __ 


Includes 
additional words 





Add asecond ZONE __ 10.00 


Adda third ZONE $5.00 


~ Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


subtotal ae) 
x Number of Weeks es 
TOTAL Enclosed ace 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 








page 15 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY 
AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY 
AT NOON 








Turley® 


Publications, Inc. 


WWww.newspapers.turley.com 
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BARRE GAZETTE 
COUNTRY JOURNAL 
CHICOPEE REGISTER 
THE JOURNAL REGISTER 
THE LUDLOW REGISTER 
QUABOAG CURRENT 
THE SENTINEL 
THE SUN 
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES 
TOWN REMINDER 
WARE RIVER NEWS 
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turleynews 
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Get the 
Country 
Journal 
mailed 
directly 


to your 
home 







Fall forward Lvery failed experiment ts one step closer to success.” — Denzel Washington = 


Country Journal 


Devoted to the Needs of the Hilltowns 


Becket, Blandford, Chester, Chesterfield, Cummington, Goshen, Huntington, 
Middlefield, Montgomery, Otis, Plainfield, Russell, Sandisfield, Westhampton, Williamsburg, Worthington 
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: EASY WAYS 
TO SUBSCRIBE 
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TO DAY GRHS seniors walk Stage Of dreams ous 
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Don’t miss a week 





It was worth the wait. 
After delaying graduation in 
the hopes the Class of 2020 
could celebrate the conclu- 
sion of their High School 
careers together, the grad- 
uates of Gateway Regional 
High School got their wish 
on Friday, July 24. The stage 
only held five People while 
the 52 graduates where seated 
six feet apart on the lawn. 

Seated on the Stage 
was Principal Jason 
Finnie, Superintendent 
David Hopson, Assistant 
Principle Martha Clark, 
School Committee Chair 
Michele Crane, and Chery] 
Wright, the guest speaker 
























“There were many depart- to be here, as we are fortu- 
ments included in the meet- nate enough to join togeth- 
ings, including town depart- er and celebrate in Person, as 
ments as well as school I have awaited seeing all of 
departments, Principle Finnie your wonderful faces since 


put a lot of work and plan- March; 
ning into this.” course. 


Those who gave speech- Van Buren said. “We're here 
€s and remarks included to commemorate not only 
Hopson, Finnie, Wright, our accomplishments, but the 
Class President Grace Van people that lead us here. I'd 
Buren, Valedictorian Pavel like to take a moment to give 
Usatyy, and Salutatorian Nina the gratitude deserved, toward 
Iglesias. The Class Presidents al] those who had a part in 
was the first to address the my own journey, and the 
graduates in the senior wel- journey of the entire class of 
Come, where she expressed 2020. To the staff of Gateway 
her happiness to see her Regional, I thank you.” 


classmates again as well as 
to be celebrating with them as 

























well half of them of 
You all look great,” 
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' pass ATM voters 
| By Shelby Macri 


Ninety-nine voters turned out 
to the annual Town Meeting to vote 
On a warrant that that included a 

| Proposition 2 1/2 override vote to pro- 
vide funding for municipal expenses 
in the future. 

| This article, debated at the July 
25 meeting, includes a levy limit over- 
ride that i 

| erty tax revenue a community may 


Ncreases the amount of prop- 
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CHESTER 








and Gateway math teacher. 
There was an excess of chairs 
in the crowd for the friends 
and family, to allow as many 
groups as safely as they 
could, 

The graduates and school 
staff wore face masks during 
the ceremony, and as some 
people removed their masks 
to speak into the microphone, 
it was cleaned afterward by 
Finnie. 

“We were able to access 
a UV Wand to clean the 





Board debates 
school property 


By Peter Spotts 






















The Board of Selectmen and a 
representative of William Ivey Long 
reached a tentative path forward for 
handling the old school building on 10 
Middlefield Road and the $88,000 in 
taxes owed on the Property, which Long 

purchased from the town in 2004. 

Long, the property owner, has 
microphone surface, in elud- other land in town with about $7,000 
ing the glasses that are to be LL 2 Y “ a Se DY Deity in taxes owed as well. The original pro- 
used with them. We’ve had . : | posal was to turn make a deal with the 






of your Hometown 
News Source! 


PLEASE CONSIDER 
UBSCRIBING 


urrent recipients of our weekly paper, 
receive town news, updates, 
local stories and articles of interest 7 = E 
throughout the Hilltowns. EN) 



















many meetings about the Top photo, Chaya Christine Golas proudly displays her diploma after receiving it during the Gateway | town to return 10 Middlefield Road 
safety procedures, the health Regional High Schoo! Class of 2020 Commencement ceremony on Friday, July 24. Above, the Class to its ownership and forgive all taxes 
guidelines, along with how _ of 2020 flips their tassels and enjoys the socially distant final minutes of their time together as High =| owed. The Board of Selectmen are open 





Photos by Shelby Macri | to Pursuing an agreement to forgive the 
$88,000 for the school Property itself in 
re | exchange for the school. 


CUMMINGTON 


Departments combine for river FESCUE | stanprorp 


| . 
Tt was shortly after 3. be Part of,” said Plainfield for additional manpower Audit reveals 
| 
| 





to seat people, and set up the — School classmates. More photos on Page 16. 
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P-m. on Monday, July 27, Fire Chief Dave Alvord. to assist in the extrication Ae . 
when the Cummington Fire “We could have used more from the swimming area to | d f 

Department and Highland — first responders, but worked Route 9. As medical per- | no c Iclencies 
Ambulance were dispatched with what we had and, sonnel reached the injured | 
to the Westfield River, near hopefully, saved a life.” Person, his condition wors- 
Kings Corner on Route 9, “It was a total team ened and required a helj- 
approximately one mile effort and we can’t say copter extraction. The high Point of Monday 
cast of Cummington. The enough for our mutual aid “The initial issue that night’s meeting of the Select Board 
response was for a 50-year- help,” added Cummington we had was we didn’t | was the review and acceptance of the 
old male, who had fallen Fire Chief Adam Dragon. have an actual location,” Management Letter from Scanlon & 
along the river at a popular “They were all excellent. explained Dragon. “One | Associates, LLC, the Certified Public 
Swimming site and had sus- We couldn’t have done it of the people who found | Accountants who performed the town’s 
tained major head trauma without them.” the individual, they sent audit. 

“The injured Party had The location Was somebody out to meet us | Both Tom Scanlon and Town 
very dangerous head trau- accessed by a small wood- and guide us in to where | Accountant Eric Kinsherf called in to 
ma from a bad fall and land path, Cummington the Person was, It’s rough comment and answer questions on the 
the effort to extricate him requested mutual aid terrain in there. It’s very | — findings. 
from a location not easily from both the Goshen and 
accessible was amazing to Plainfield Fire Departments 













By Mary Kronholm 






























Members of the Cummington, 
Goshen, and Plainfield Fire 
Departments saved an injured 
individual who fell into the 
Westfield River and suffered 
Severe head trauma on 
Monday, July 27. 

Submitted photo by Sue Labrie 
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